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East Africa.
In Uganda, again, there are great possibilities, but the
difficulties of communication and labour supply, which
are the great stumbling blocks to the development of all
our interior African colonies, prevented any really great
development there till after the War. The largest crop
yet reported was that of 170,000 bales in 1924, and there
is hope of that figure being doubled in the near future.
Similar difficulties are delaying progress in Nyasaland,
where there can be no question of the possibilities of the
country, but much will require to be done in the way of
improving railway and river communications before the
present crop of less than 10,000 bales per annum can be
materially increased.
There are also good prospects in Tanganyika (formerly
German East Africa). In 1932 the crop was over 13,000
bales of 500 Ib. each.
West Africa.
The magnificent pioneer work of the British Cotton
Growing Association in West Africa, as well as in the
other African colonies already mentioned, has proved
the possibilities of the country beyond doubt. But the
provision of communications and the gradual opening
up of the country will require a great deal of time and
money, and the rapidity of progress has hitherto been
checked by the fact that the local variety of cotton was
just not quite good enough to make a really conclusive
comparison from the point of view of the grower's profit
with other competing crops, which have the great advan-
tage of requiring less care and labour for their cultivation.
Since the War, however, the situation seems to have
changed very markedly in Northern Nigeria owing to
the introduction of an American variety, which gives a
much better return because of its higher yield and gin-
ning out-turn and better quality. The area available in
Northern Nigeria is immense, and it may be hoped, now